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1. Introduction 

Nature Network Legacy was a 2+-year project that took place between 2018 and 

2020 in the coalfield region in East Ayrshire. The project aimed to restore peatlands 

at priority sites, and advise and encourage land managers to restore their 

peatlands. Nature Network Legacy aimed to work with local volunteers to survey 

and monitor peatlands, helping them to gain skills and increase their knowledge of 

local sites and species; and engage with the community to promote the value of 

peatlands.  

The idea for the project was developed by the East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment 

Initiative (CEI) and partners as a response to growing pressure on the natural 

heritage of the coalfields from development, as well as a need for environmental 

improvements in the coalfields to promote economic diversification and increase 

local skills and employability.  

The project carried out peatland restoration at an area of Weitshaw Muir, part of 

Sorn Estate holdings.  The work took place within the Muirkirk and North Lowther 

Uplands Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), delivering 133 hectares of habitat 

enhancement.        

The CEI have engaged with local people across a wide demographic with the aim 

of promoting East Ayrshire’s natural heritage and to deliver training in practical 

conservation work and encouraging biological recording through ‘Citizen Science’.  

Education sessions were delivered to local schools and youth groups, where young 

people were able to get outside to learn about and experience nature first-hand.  

This report describes how the CEI worked with partners, peatland specialists and 

local people to meet its targets, evaluates the success of Nature Network Legacy 

project, and celebrates the project’s achievements over the past two years.   

 

Daisy Whytock 

Project Manager 
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2. Background 

2.1. About the CEI  

The East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative (CEI) is a successful partnership 

between East Ayrshire Council (EAC), Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), Royal Society 

for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), Scottish Wildlife Trust, East Ayrshire Woodlands and 

Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS), working together for over 16 years to enhance, 

conserve and promote the natural environment in East Ayrshire.  The CEI is a 

registered charity and limited company. 

The CEI’s charitable objectives are: 

To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the environment for 

public benefit and promote a high-quality environment within the Coalfield region 

that will be attractive to local people, visitors and investors.  In furtherance of these 

objects, but not otherwise, the CEI shall seek: 

 to enhance the natural environment and landscape within the project area 

through partnership working and other interests; 

 to improve the access to and understanding of the environmental and 

natural heritage of the project area; and, 

 to raise public and political awareness of the environmental significance of 

the project area. 

The CEI is supported by a steering group and board of partner organisations who 

share common aims.  The CEI currently employs two staff; a Project Manager to run 

the organisation and oversee the project work and Project Officer who delivers 

awareness and manages a team of local volunteers who support the work of the 

CEI. The CEI’s operational area is within the south of East Ayrshire in an area that is 

known as the East Ayrshire Coalfields (Figure 1).  

  

http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/about/board-of-directors/
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Figure 1: Map showing CEI operational area 
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2.1.1. Rationale 

The Coalfield region is an area of important and diverse natural habitats that have 

been heavily affected by industry, most notably coal mining. The idea for the Nature 

Network Legacy was developed by the CEI and its partners as a response to 

growing pressure on peatland habitats from development. The CEI and partners has 

had previous successes in the area in delivering peatland restoration work (see East 

Ayrshire Coalfield Nature Network project 2013 – 2018) and through the many 

surveys and sites visits that took place over the past five years the extent of 

degraded and threatened peatland habitat was revealed. The CEI had also 

developed good relationships with several key landowners and was keen to 

develop further projects and was able to demonstrate success at previous project 

sites.  

The habitats and underlying geology of the area have been integral to the mining 

industry which has led to the establishment of many of the local towns and villages. 

The area has suffered economic decline from the demise of the mining industry, and 

settlements in and around Cumnock, New Cumnock, Dalmellington, and Muirkirk 

are ranked in the lowest quartile (0 – 25%) in Scotland based on the Scottish Index of 

Multiple depravation (SIMD).   

 

2.1.2. What the CEI planned to do 

Nature Network Legacy was scheduled to run between April 2018 and March 2020. 

The project aimed to restore peatlands at priority sites and advise and encourage 

land managers to manage and restore sites. Nature Network Legacy aimed to work 

with local volunteers to survey and monitor peatlands, helping them to gain skills and 

increase their knowledge of local sites and species; and engage with the 

community to promote the value of peatlands. Despite previous projects being 

delivered with two members of staff, a Project Manager and a Project Officer, the 

CEI made the decision to deliver NNL with only one member of staff working full-time 

on the project.  

With the help of the CEI Steering Group and following on from evidence gathering 

and site prioritisation of the Nature Network (EcoCo LIFE) project, the CEI planned to 

identify potential restoration sites. Where required, specialist consultants would be 

used to survey selected sites, describing current habitat condition, features, assess 

damage and produced a detailed restoration plan with estimated costs.  The 

report(s) would form the basis of the competitive tender for carrying out restoration 

work.  

Nature Network Legacy aimed to restore at least 10 hectares of peatland in 2018-19, 

with a second phase to be carried out in 2019-2020 if the opportunity arose and if 

funding was secured.  

Peatland restoration would take place on priority sites identified and ranked by CEI 

using available knowledge and tools.  Best practice and up to date techniques 

http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/bog-enhancement-in-the-coalfields/
http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/bog-enhancement-in-the-coalfields/
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would be employed to achieve a high-quality restoration project.  CEI would ensure 

this through: 

 increasing knowledge of restoration methods of CEI staff through attending 

training, conferences (e.g. IUCN Peatland Programme conference) and 

visiting innovative/successful projects elsewhere, and; 

 awarding peatland restoration contracts to peatland specialists.  

CEI planned to continue to survey and monitor sites in order to: 

 gather baseline data, and; 

 evaluate the success of the restoration work.  

Monitoring was to include: 

 before and after pictures (fixed point photography); 

 hydrological monitoring (automatic dipwells and rain gauge); 

 baseline and follow up vegetation monitoring (developing new, more robust 

methods), and; 

 species surveys (site dependant) to create a good species list for the site.  

Site monitoring would be carried out with the CEI volunteers as part of the volunteer 

programme.  

Nature Network Legacy would promote best practice in peatland restoration and 

management and engage with local land managers to facilitate further peatland 

restoration in the area by: 

 inviting land managers and other stakeholders to on-site demonstration 

events, and; 

 producing and providing clear, concise and practical management advice 

for land managers.  

Nature Network Legacy planned to work with local volunteers, who would help CEI 

staff to achieve project goals (e.g. carrying out site monitoring) and play an active 

role in the conservation of local sites. CEI volunteers would also benefit by 

developing skills in surveying and biological recording, increasing their knowledge of 

local sites and species, and increasing personal wellbeing.  

The project aimed to deliver a minimum of 10 volunteer activities per year.  Events 

were to be held on Thursdays and Saturdays to keep the programme regular and 

open up events to working people and those with young families.  

Awareness raising activities would take place throughout the Coalfield area, 

targeting different groups with the aim of increasing understanding of peatlands 

and encouraging people to value peatlands, their importance to the environment, 

wildlife, and local history and culture.  

Nature Network Legacy planned to target these specific groups: 

 Peatland land managers 

 Young people  

 Underqualified and unemployed  
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 Those from low income groups 

 Older people 

 People with disabilities 

NNL also planned to raise awareness of the need to reduce peat use in horticulture 

through speaking to local horticulture societies and through social media and local 

press. 

The project’s aims and proposed outputs and outcomes are summarised in Table 1.  

Table 1: Project aims, outputs and outcomes 

Aims Outputs Outcomes 

To carry out (or 

facilitate) peatland 

restoration at priority 

sites in East Ayrshire 

Coalfield area 

Restoration work (e.g. ditch 

blocking, scrub clearance, 

ditch reprofiling) delivered 

across a minimum of 10 

hectares of peatland 

Improved ecological condition 

of peatland sites 

 

 

To survey and monitor 

peatland habitats and 

species 

Monitoring report produced 

for each restoration site 

Improved knowledge of the 

application of peatland 

restoration techniques (within 

CEI and stakeholders) 

 

Best practice and lessons 

learned have been widely 

disseminated, benefiting future 

restoration projects 

To run a volunteer 

programme for local 

people 

10 volunteer activities per 

year 

 

60 volunteer days per year 

Local people have gain skills, 

improved wellbeing and 

gained knowledge of local 

sites and species through 

taking part in conservation 

projects 

To engage with local 

people, including land 

managers, on the value 

of peatlands and 

peatland restoration 

5 community awareness 

events per year 

 

5 youth awareness events per 

year 

 

1 land manager awareness 

event per year 

 

(Specific LEADER 

engagement outputs: 

50 young people 

20 underqualified or 

unemployed people 

50 people from low income 

groups 

10 older people 

10 people with disabilities) 

Local people understand and 

value peatlands, and have 

gained first-hand experience 

of local sites and wildlife 
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3. What actually happened 

3.1. Project management and staffing 

The East Ayrshire Coalfield Nature Network project began as scheduled in April 2018. 

Existing full-time Project Manager, Daisy Whytock, was employed to deliver the 

project supported by line manager Toby Wilson and the CEI Steering Group and 

Board.  This organisational structure worked well, as the Project Manager had been 

working for CEI since 2014 and was experience in the day-to-day management of 

projects including budgets, fundraising, reporting and claims, as well as delivery of 

work on the ground. The CEI Steering Group guided decision-making and supported 

the CEI in delivering elements of the project. For example, RSPB staff working on the 

CABB project nearby were able to assist the PM in meeting potential peatland 

restoration contractors at an on-site meeting and walkover.  

Daisy went on maternity leave in late February 2019 and Dr Scott Shanks was 

employed as Project Manager (maternity cover) until November 2019. Scott is a 

highly experienced entomologist and has experience from a previous project of 

delivering peatland restoration so was a fantastic candidate to deliver an exciting 

programme of volunteer and awareness events over the spring and summer in 2019. 

Daisy returned from maternity leave in January 2020 to wrap up Nature Network 

Legacy by 31st March 2020.  

The outbreak of the Coronavirus Covid-19, as the project was due to close in 2020, 

had an impact on the project as the project could not be completed in the way it 

was planned. A final celebration event for volunteers and film were planned but 

could not happen because of social distancing restrictions. Later, the project was 

extended until November 2020 to allow the CEI to utilise underspent funds which 

paid for a consultant to carry up monitoring of peatland restoration work, and a 

photographer to capture the CEI’s work and the landscapes and wildlife of the 

coalfield area to help promote the work of the CEI and the importance of peatland 

habitats.  

 

3.2. Peatland restoration and monitoring 

Table 2: Peatland restoration targets 

Outputs Number 

achieved 

Target 

met? 

Restoration work delivered across a minimum of 10 

hectares of peatland 

133 ha Yes 

(1330%) 

Monitoring report produced for each restoration site Yes Yes 

 

Nature Network Legacy delivered 133 ha of peatland restoration at Weitshaw Muir, 

Sorn, completing the work in February 2019.  
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Weitshaw Muir is an area of blanket bog within the Muirkirk and North Lowther 

Uplands Special Protection Area (SPA) and the Muirkirk Uplands Special Site of 

Scientific Interest (SSSI). The site is situated just north of the village of Sorn in East 

Ayrshire and is owned by Sorn Estate, who manage most of the area for upland 

sheep farming. A number of watercourses including the Cessnock Water, Burn O’ 

Need, Blairkibboch Burn and the Cleuch Burn cut though Weitshaw Muir and join the 

River Ayr as it passes the villages of Sorn and Catrine. 

Weitshaw Muir is home to specialist bog plants including a good assemblage of 

Sphagnum mosses, the principle peat-forming plant. There is also cranberry 

(Vaccinium oxycoccos), bog asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum) as well as heathers 

and grasses. In areas where the site has seen significant drying, purple moor grass 

(Molinia caerulea)is dominant. Invertebrates including the large heath butterfly 

(Coenonympha tullia) have been recorded from the site. 

 

Figure 2: Weitshaw Muir, Sorn 2019 © CEI 

An extensive network of drainage ditches had been cut across Weitshaw Muir in 

days gone by. This has resulted in drying, which has led to dense heather and 

reduced Sphagnum cover.  A hydrological survey in the winter of 2017-18, which 

revealed that the ditches were having a significant effect on the bog, and 

proposed a number of measures to slow water loss and raise water levels. These 

recommendations were taken forward by the CEI and Sorn Estate in the winter of 

http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Sorn-Estate-peatland-restoration-c-CEI-2019.jpg
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2018-19, carefully balancing the conservation work with the Estate’s management of 

the site for upland sheep farming. 

 

Figure 3: Overview of peatland restoration work at Weitshaw Muir in the Sorn Estate 

2019© CEI 

Between December 2018 and February 2019, specialist peatland restoration 

contractors Openspace (Cumbria) Ltd. installed over 4,040 dams and water-

retaining bunds across a dense network of old ditches to rewet the degraded 

peatland. Using a low-ground pressure excavator to minimise damage to the 

sensitive bog surface, the operator installed 3,706 peat dams, 284 small bunds and 

37 plastic piling dams and reprofiled over 5.9 km of ditches and peat edges to help 

re-wet the site. Peat-forming Sphagnum mosses and bog plants can now grow in the 

blocked ditches and will slowly seal them with new peat. This work will help reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, improve local water quality and protect habitat for rare 

species such as Hen Harriers, Curlew and Large Heath butterflies. 

The work carried out at Weitshaw Muir will help to protect and enhance an 

important peatland habitat. Through our ongoing monitoring work we are expecting 

to see the water table become more stable following periods of heavy rain or 

drought. A wetter bog will inhibit grasses and promote increased Sphagnum moss 

cover, providing a better quality habitat for peatland specialist plants and animals. 

http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Map-of-Bog-restoration-at-Weitshaw-Muir-Sorn-c-CEI-2019.jpg


 

Nature Network Legacy - Final report December 2020 

 

5 | P a g e  

 

It is our aim that by preventing further drying and encouraging active peat 

formation, the bog will have a net carbon gain, helping to address climate change. 

A healthier bog may also help to hold water during heavy rainfall and release it 

more slowly, helping to reduce local flash flooding. By restoring the bog we are 

safeguarding it for future generations and inspiring people to conserve precious 

peatland habitats. 

Prior to carrying out the restoration work at Weitshaw Muir, CEI staff and volunteers 

undertook a number of site surveys to build a baseline monitoring dataset. 

Monitoring activities included breeding bird surveys (following BTO methods) and a 

Large Heath butterfly timed count (following Butterfly Conservation’s methods) was 

carried out. CEI staff and volunteers will continue to monitor the habitat’s health and 

record wildlife seen. A monitoring report for the site is being written and will be 

available on the CEI’s website: www.ea-cei.org.uk.  

 

Figure 4: CEI staff and volunteers recording large heath butterfly Coenonympha 

tullia at Weitshaw Muir, June 2018 (C) Tom Wilson 

 

http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/
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3.2.1. The difference made to people  

Table 3: Summary of achievements for volunteer activities and awareness raising events  

Outputs Number achieved Target met? 

20 volunteer events  25 Yes (125%) 

120 volunteer days 104 No (87%) 

10 awareness events  16 Yes (160%) 

10 youth awareness events per year 4 No (40%) 

2 land manager awareness events 1 No (50%) 

50 young people 183 Yes (366%) 

50 people from low income groups 254 Yes (508%) 

 

Volunteer activities  

The CEI has delivered 25 volunteer activities since the start of the project, 5 more than planned at 

the start of the project. Volunteers have contributed an amazing 104 volunteer days in total, 

valued at £5,200 of in-kind support to the project. 17 volunteers were from disadvantaged 

communities (bottom 20% of the Scottish Index of Multiple Depravation as evidenced through 

post code data). Volunteer sessions were held at six sites, providing opportunities to explore the 

Coalfield area and experience a variety of important habitats found and their wildlife across both 

nature reserves and private land.  

The full programme of volunteer activities is listed in Table A in the Appendix, including summaries 

for each of the events.  

 

Figure 5: Chris Packham meets CEI staff and volunteers at Dalmellington Moss, July 2018 (c) Tom 

Wilson 
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Figure 6: Scrub pulling with RSPB at Airds Moss SAC, October 2018 (c) CEI 

Awareness events 

20 awareness events were held over two years, meeting the overall target. CEI had planned to 

split these into 10 youth events and 10 community events but changes were made due to 

difficulties arranging the youth events in year 1. Attendance was high, particularly in year 2, with 

607 people recorded at awareness events, including 183 young people and 424 adults. 254 

attendees were recorded as ‘low income groups’ using post code data captured at events, 

smashing the target of 50 people. This total may be higher but it was difficult to record this data at 

all events.  

Awareness events are listed in Table B in the Appendix. 
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Figure 7: Beautiful Bog Plants with Where's Wildlife in Ayrshire, October 2018 (c) CEI 
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Figure 8: Aquatic invertebrate survey at Low Moss, July 2019 (c) Scott Shanks 
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Figure 9: Large heath butterfly survey, Dalmellington Moss SSSI, July 2019 (c) Scott Shanks 
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3.3. Working with other projects and stakeholders 

The CEI were fortunate to work with and alongside a number of local organisations and initiatives 

similarly concerned with the natural heritage of the region. This benefited both the CEI and others, 

and in some cases led to the development of some exciting projects.  

CEI worked closely with the RSPB Curlew Trial Management Project staff to encourage uptake of 

farming subsidies to restore and/or manage areas of peatland and surrounding farmland. CEI 

helped to deliver awareness about the benefits of peatland restoration to farmers in the local 

area at a jointly-run event in Auchinleck in 2018.  

Cooperating Across Borders for Biodiversity (CABB) is an RSPB-led project that began in 2016 and 

aims to carry out conservation action for the hen harrier, marsh fritillary butterfly, breeding wader 

species, golden plover across three regions in Ireland, Northern Ireland and Scotland, and will 

contribute towards an increase in the extent and range of these species. Action to restore blanket 

bog is taking place within the CEI area, specifically within the Muirkirk Site of Special Scientific 

Interest. CEI have been working closely with the CABB Advisory Officer to coordinate surveys and 

restoration projects, to ensure that both projects learn from each other and do not duplicate 

efforts.  

Ayrshire is an area of historically low biological recording effort and there has been a recent drive 

to increase recording effort by training local amateur recorders and creating opportunities to 

record local sites. The Where’s wildlife in Ayrshire? (WWIA) project is run by the South West 

Scotland Environmental Information Centre (SWSEIC) which is a local records centre. WWIA 

training and recording events have complemented CEI volunteer and awareness events and on 

occasion both projects have teamed up to deliver larger events. The result is that there have 

been plenty of opportunities for people to increase their identification and recording skills, and 

many wildlife records have been made in the local area.  

The CEI area lies within the Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere in recognition of its special 

landscapes, heritage and communities. CEI have played a role in shaping priorities for nature 

conservation in the Biosphere and are signatories of the Biosphere’s Charter. Biosphere Officers 

have been regular attendees to CEI events, supporting CEI in its work and raising awareness of the 

special landscape and its wildlife.  

CEI worked closely with East Ayrshire Council and other partners to submit a stage 2 funding 

application to Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for the Coalfield Communities Landscape Partnership. 

The bid was successful and the scheme’s delivery phase will kick off in spring 2020. The CCLP will 

deliver integrated projects that benefit heritage (built and natural), people and communities. The 

CEI will deliver a project called Perfect Peatlands in 2020-21, which will help to continue the work 

of the Nature Network Legacy project.  

  

https://www.seupb.eu/sites/default/files/styles/file_entity_browser_thumbnail/public/INTERREG%20Content%20Type/2_1_HabitatsSpecies_CABB_PR.sflb.pdf
https://swseic.org.uk/projects/wheres-wildlife-ayrshire/
https://swseic.org.uk/projects/wheres-wildlife-ayrshire/
https://swseic.org.uk/projects/wheres-wildlife-ayrshire/
http://www.gsabiosphere.org.uk/
http://www.coalfieldcommunities.co.uk/
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4. Project costs and funding 

At the time of project conception, the total budget for delivering Nature Network Legacy 

£124,150. By the end of the project the actual costs were £136,060 (see Table 4 for a breakdown). 

Staff costs increased because the project manager went on maternity leave and there were 

increased costs associated with employing a maternity cover project manager as well as paying 

maternity pay. Travel expenses were higher than anticipated due to the greater number of events 

delivered than planned. Running costs increased, as did staff training costs, due to employment 

of maternity cover. The project spent a little more than budgeted for on peatland restoration. Less 

was spent on education, volunteering and awareness raising. This was because we were not able 

to deliver in-school education as a requirement of one of the funders, and our volunteers did not 

require us to provide them with equipment for carrying out surveys.  

Income secured to deliver the project came from Ayrshire LEADER, Infinis (a private windfarm), 

Peatland Action Fund, Scottish Natural Heritage, South Ayrshire Waste Environment Trust, The 

Hamamelis Trust and Garfield Weston Foundation. Our grant income was lower than anticipated, 

with SAWET being liquidated before we could claim for 2019-20. CEI was fortunate in having 

available unrestricted funding that could be used to cover the increased costs and was able to 

pay maternity cover costs using tax relief from HMRC. See Table 5 below for details of income 

secured and utilised for NNL.  

 

Table 4: Nature Network Legacy project costs and actual spend 

Actual project costs 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total Variance 

Project manager FTE  £            38,490   £            37,413   £                     -   £   75,903  120% 

Travel expenses  £              1,144   £                 804   £                     -   £     1,947  162% 

Running costs   £              2,940   £              3,248   £                     -   £     6,188  124% 

Staff training  £                 575   £                 251   £                     -   £       826  138% 

Education   £                     -   £                     -   £                     -   £            -  0% 

Volunteer expenses   £                 275   £                 198   £                     -   £       473  49% 

Volunteer equipment, PPE, etc.   £                 628   £                     -   £                     -   £       628  53% 

Awareness raising  £                 129   £                     -   £              3,505   £     3,634  299% 

Peatland restoration  £            49,966   £                     -   £                     -   £   49,966  100% 

TOTAL   £            94,146   £            41,914   £              3,505   £ 139,565  112% 

 

Table 5: Nature Network income 

Source of income  £ awarded   £ utilised  % utilised 

Ayrshire LEADER  £            32,249   £            32,249  100% 

INFINIS  £            23,116   £            23,116  100% 

Peatland Action fund  £            24,231   £            23,958  99% 

Scottish Natural Heritage   £            10,000   £             9,156  92% 

South Ayrshire Waste Environment Trust  £            10,000   £             5,000  50% 

Grant giving trusts  £              8,000   £             8,000  100% 

CEI unrestricted funds   £            16,554   £            30,572  185% 

HMRC for statutory maternity pay  £                     -   £             7,514   
TOTAL income  £          124,150   £          139,565  112% 
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5. Review 

Nature Network Legacy has been a very successful project, managing to deliver a large peatland 

restoration project and an outstanding engagement programme.  

Peatland restoration was delivered at a very high standard across 133ha of a private Estate. Staff 

were delighted to secure agreement from Sorn Estate, who were excellent to work with and very 

cooperative. The factor, Nick Wright, was able to confirm that the Estate are pleased with the 

outcome of the work and we will continue to keep in touch with them to monitor the site and 

discuss any issues that arise. CEI were able to procure the services of Openspace (Cumbria) 

Limited who carried out the restoration work. Openspace are highly experienced peatland 

restoration contractors. CEI have worked with them in the past, and as usual they were able to 

deliver on time, on budget and to a high standard. No issues with access, or the restoration work 

itself were encountered during the project. Peatland ACTION who part-funded the restoration 

work sent an officer (Ewan Campbell) to inspect the work and he was happy with the quality of 

the restoration. Sorn Estate are open to the idea of further restoration work, so this is a fantastic 

outcome for the NNL project in securing ‘Legacy’ for the CEI’s work in the area.  

The volunteer programme was successful, despite the challenges in 2018-19 of the PM being 

pregnant and either seriously nauseous or unable to carry out certain tasks, particularly towards 

the end of her pregnancy. The volunteers were very understanding and compassionate about 

this! Volunteer numbers were low to start off with but consistent and our long-term volunteers 

continued to attend. In the second year of the project (2019-20) events were planned and 

delivered by Dr Scott Shanks. Scott is wonderful at leading events and has amazing knowledge of 

peatlands, botany and particularly invertebrates. Volunteer numbers began to climb, with new 

people attending and our targets for volunteer events were exceeded. The diversity of tasks was 

good, with surveys focusing on a range of taxa and at various sites and locations. The CEI are 

indebted to the volunteers to the project, who helped to deliver many conservation tasks and 

surveys, resulting in habitat improvements and increased knowledge of the biology of sites in the 

Coalfields.  

Scott was able to use his amazing knowledge on invertebrates to focus on collecting biological 

records with the volunteers, collecting and uploading an incredible 2,583 biological records on 

iRecord.  

A real highlight was being able to be involved in Chris Packham’s UK Bioblitz in summer 2018. A 24-

hour Bioblitz was held at Dalmellington Moss SSSI SWT Reserve. The event was not open to the 

public but attracted 16 people who came to record wildlife including bats, moths, butterflies, 

hoverflies, plants and mammals. Here is a quote from the press release that was issued after the 

events happened: 

“A team of 16 volunteers came together at Dalmellington Moss Wildlife Reserve to carry out a 24-

hour intensive wildlife survey, using a variety of recording methods and cataloguing over 200 

species including many not previously recorded at the Reserve, such as the national scarce marsh 

oblique barred moth (Hypenodes humidalis). This data will help the Scottish Wildlife Trust manage 

the reserve and contribute to our knowledge of species in Ayrshire. Huge thanks goes to the 

knowledgeable and hard-working volunteers who helped make this event a success. It was also 

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
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thrilling to meet Chris Packham, who I’ve been a fan of since watching the Really Wild Show as a 

child.” 

Awareness events were well-attended overall, and of a very high standard. Effort was made to 

plan the programme to reach out to a wide audience and target specific groups. Some events 

were very well attended, such as the Gardening Scotland talks and the launch event in New 

Cumnock. The STEM family day at Dumfries House was particularly successful in reaching young 

people, and over two days Scott was able to engage with 98 young people! Other events were 

poorly attended, including the Peat-free gardening talk at Cumnock Town Hall. However, CEI is 

very adaptable and we were able to visit a local gardening group and deliver the same content 

as in the hall to a larger audience. The “Dip your toe into peat bogs” event was disastrously 

poorly-attended, and after the event it was decided that this was probably due to a clash with a 

major sports event and the royal wedding between Prince Harry and Meghan Markle being 

televised!  

Opportunities to advertise activities and events weren’t always taken, often due to a busy 

schedule or because of resources. Later into the project, the CEI developed its online presence by 

gaining training in communication via social media and now has thriving Facebook and Twitter 

accounts, where events are advertised and photos displayed and traffic to the CEI website is 

increased by linking news and press releases to our social media accounts. Scott is very media-

savvy and was able to increase our followers through his regular posting and tweeting with nice 

colourful photographs. This is something that Daisy will try and continue now she is back in post.  

 

As ever, the CEI worked well with its partners and other local organisations. Collaborations with the 

Where’s Wildlife in Ayrshire project, RSPB, Scottish Wildlife Trust, East Ayrshire Council and East 

Ayrshire Woodlands meant that events were more successful and better-attended.  
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6. Conclusion and acknowledgements 

The Nature Network Legacy project achieved a huge amount in its two-year duration, with the 

help of its partners, the communities we work with and our amazing volunteers. The project: 

 Enhanced 133 hectares of peatland, installing 4,040 dams (3,706 peat dams, 284 small 

bunds and 37 plastic piling dams) and reprofiled over 5.9 km of ditches and peat edges; 

 Delivered 25 volunteer events, with volunteers racking up an impressive 104 days of 

volunteer work; 

 Carried out 20 volunteer surveys, collected 2,583 biological records, feeding into national 

initiatives; and, 

 Delivered awareness to 607 people including 185 young people. 

CEI would like to give special thanks to its partners East Ayrshire Council, Scottish Natural Heritage, 

RSPB, East Ayrshire Woodlands, Scottish Wildlife Trust and Forestry and Land Scotland. CEI would 

like to thank the communities of East Ayrshire and would like to give extra special thanks to those 

that give up their free time to volunteer with us.  

The CEI gives thanks to Sorn Estate on their cooperation on the peatland restoration work at 

Weitshaw Muir, Sorn Estate, and to specialist contractors Openspace (Cumbria) Ltd.  

CEI would like to thanks the funders who helped make the project a reality, including Ayrshire 

LEADER, Scottish Natural Heritage, Peatland Action, South Ayrshire Waste and Environment Trust, 

East Ayrshire Council, Infinis, Hamamelis Trust and Garfield Weston. 
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Appendix 

Table A: Volunteer event summary  

EVENT INFO OUTPUTS EVENT SUMMARY   

Event 

no. 
Date Event name Description Location 

Volunteer attendance 

Event summary  

No. people 
from 

disadvantaged 
communities? 

Total new 
individuals 

from 
bottom 20% 

SIMD 
Young Adult TOTAL 

1 19/05/2018 

Nature Network 

Legacy LAUNCH 

- Dip your toe 

into peat bogs 

Introductory walk/talk 

to raise awareness of 

the project and make 

initial contact with 

communities and 

target group, 

volunteer taster 

session 

(Indoor) 

Boswell 

Centre, 

Auchinleck; 

(Outdoor) 

Shiel Farm 

0 2 2 

Dip your toe into peat bogs was attended by two 

people, one existing volunteer and one new 

person who has now joined as a CEI volunteer. 

The event included an introductory talk and a site 

visit to Shiel Farm, which is part of Airds Moss SAC. 

Robert and Tom helped collect wildlife records for 

the site and got a feel for walking across 

peatland habitats. Very low attendance to our 

first event, despite lots of interest - probably 

because it coincided with the Royal Wedding 

and Scottish and FA cup matches.  

2 2 

2 24/05/2018 
Breeding bird 

survey #1 

First breeding bird 

survey (BBS) at the 

CEI's new peatland 

restoration site 

Sorn Estate 0 2 2 

Volunteers Jane and Robert joined CEI on the first 

breeding bird survey (BBS) at Sorn Estate, where 

CEI will be carrying out peatland restoration in the 

autumn/winter months (outside of the bird 

breeding season). A good number of skylarks and 

meadow pipits were observed as well as one 

black grouse and a curlew.  

2 1 

3 07/06/2018 
Breeding bird 

survey #2 

Follow up breeding 

bird survey (BBS) 
Sorn Estate 0 2 2 

The second of our breeding bird surveys was 

carried out with volunteers Tom and Robert. The 

maps created from the two surveys will be 

overlaid to identify potential bird territories, and 

the survey repeated in the years following the 

restoration work.  

2 1 
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4 14/06/2018 Butterfly transect 

Carry out butterfly 

timed count at new 

peatland restoration 

site 

Sorn Estate 0 3 3 

A structured butterfly survey was carried out with 

volunteers Tom V, Tom W and Finlay, using the 

timed count method. Plenty of large heath 

butterflies were observed (a species of peat 

bogs). The data will be fed back to the UK 

Butterfly Monitoring Scheme.  

3 1 

5 23/06/2018 Butterfly survey 

Carry out butterfly 

timed count at Low 

Moss 

Low Moss 0 5 5 

Five volunteers attended a timed count butterfly 

survey at raised bog, Low Moss, where CEI had 

carried out restoration in 2017. A record number 

of large heath butterflies were observed (v good 

weather). It was so hot that we had to stop our 

survey at lunch time. The data will be fed back to 

the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme.  

3 2 

6 
14/7/18-

15/7/18 

Chris Packham 

UK Bioblitz 

Bioblitz at 

Dalmellington Moss as 

part of Chris Packham 

UK Bioblitz project - by 

special invite only and 

not to be publicised! 

Dalmellingto

n Moss / 

Craigengillan 

Estate 

2 13 15 

Biodiversity surveys at Dalmellington Moss as part 

of a series of Bioblitz events all across the UK.  

Good attendance at this event with wildlife 

celebrities. Footage filmed staff and volunteers 

meeting Chris Packham and discussing species 

that had been discovered.   

12 2 

7 20/09/2018 

Water level 

monitoring at 

Common Farm 

Hydrological 

monitoring of former 

peatland restoration 

site 

Common 

Farm 
0 3 3 

Tom, Jane and Robert helped CEI to collect water 

level data from the network of dipwells across 

Common Farm. A hen harrier (ring tail) was 

spotted hunted nearby! 

3 0 

8 27/09/2018 

Baseline 

vegetation 

monitoring 

Setting up vegetation 

quadrats at new 

restoration site 

Sorn Estate 0 3 3 

Tom V, Robert and Finlay helped CEI to trail a new 

method of vegetation monitoring. Unfortunately 

the weather turned and the survey was not 

completed. The monitoring will be completed by 

a consultant along with peat depth sampling in 

October.  

3 0 

9 11/10/2018 Scrub pulling 
Scrub pulling on a 

peat bog  
Airds Moss 0 3 3 

CEI joined forces with RSPB warden, Hannah 

Sharratt and volunteers Tom V, Finlay and Robert 

to pull an amazing 231 sitka spruce saplings from 

Airds Moss RSPB Reserve!  

3 0 
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10 30/10/2018 Bird's-eye Bog Drone flying training Low Moss 0 11 11 

11 volunteers joined CEI for a drone/UAV flying 

workshop. An introductory presentation outlined 

the uses, legalities and best practice of operating 

a UAV followed by an outdoor practice session at 

nearby Low Moss. Each attendee had a change 

to operate the CEI or RSPB drone and we also 

captured some amazing video footage and 

photographs of the bog showing the extent of 

CEI's peatland restoration work in 2017.    

9 5 

11 20/02/2019 

Nature Network 

Path patrol at 

New Cumnock  

Checking for winter 

damage to the path 

network around New 

Cumnock and 

recording wildlife and 

learning field skills 

New 

Cumnock 
0 2 2 

Tom and Jane helped record path damage and 

missing fence posts way markers on the path 

network (Afton Water route, Pier Point route and 

Knockshinnoch Lagoons routes) 

2 0 

13 25/04/2019 

Aquatic 

invertebrate 

Survey at Low 

Moss 

Biodiversity monitoring 

at Low Moss to look at 

site colonisation 

following re-wetting 

works 

Low Moss 0 3 3 

One regular and 2 new volunteers joined us to 

survey peat dam pools, blocked ditches for 

aquatic invertebrates across the site, to see which 

species had colonised since the bog restoration 

work had been carried out. 

3 2 

14 16/05/2019 

Breeding Bird 

survey at 

Weitshaw Muir 

Breeding bird Survey. 

This is the first of the 

2019 surveys to assess 

species breeding on 

the site since the bog 

restoration work was 

completed over the 

winter 

Weitshaw 

Muir, Sorn 

Estate 

0 2 2 

Two volunteers (including 1 new volunteer who 

had never volunteered before) walked the 3.65 

km circular route recording breeding bird activity 

using BTO methodology.  We recorded 106 

Skylarks, 19 Meadow pipits, 2 Snipe, 2 Buzzards, 

plus evidence of Otter using the site. 4 curlew 

were recorded just outside the transect route. The 

new volunteer was very keen to come back for 

future bird surveys and had taken a day off work 

to come for the event. 

2 1 
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15 25/05/2019 

Dingy Skipper 

hunt at Barony A 

Frame 

Survey of Nationally 

Scarce butterfly Dingy 

Skipper (Erynnis tages) 

associated with 

colliery brownfield 

sites.  

Barony A 

Frame, 

Auchinleck 

2 5 7 

Heavy rain on the day lead to quite a few 

cancellations/ no-shows, and unfortunately we 

did not find the target species (even though it 

was confirmed to be present at the site a few 

days before). However we did record over 100 

species, including some new discovered for the 

site and one of the attendees (a tourist/local man 

who had lived in Australia for 40 years did suggest 

a possible coal spoil site, which turned out to be a 

new site for Dingy Skippers). 

0 0 

16 14/06/2019 

Breeding Bird 

Survey at 

Weitshaw Muir 

#2 

Breeding bird Survey. 

This is the second BBS 

of 2019 to assess 

breeding territory 

density on the site 

following the 

completion of bog 

restoration work earlier 

in the year. 

Weitshaw 

Muir, Sorn 

Estate 

0 2 2 

This was re-arranged from an original date of 

06/06/2019. The same volunteers from the first 

breeding bird survey joined us to survey the site for 

the 'late season Breeding Bird Survey'. We 

recorded 108 singing skylarks (plus other juveniles), 

41 Meadow Pipits, 1 Buzzard, 1 Snipe, 2 Carrion 

Crows. Two Curlew were also recorded just 

outside the transect route. 

2 0 

17 20/06/2019 

Large Heath 

Survey - Low 

Moss, Cumnock 

Survey of bog habitat 

quality indicator 

species on restored 

peatland sites 

Low Moss 0 3 3 

Biodiversity surveys focusing on timed-counts for 

the peatland indicator species Large Heath 

(Coenonympha tulia) at this peatland restoration 

site. 46 Large Heath were recorded during the 

day. Plus a sawfly that appears to be a first record 

for Scotland. 

2 0 

18 22/06/2019 

Large Heath 

Survey - SWT 

Dalmellington 

Moss SSSI 

Survey of bog habitat 

quality indicator 

species on restored 

peatland sites 

Dalmellingto

n Moss  
1 5 6 

Biodiversity surveys focusing on timed-counts for 

the peatland indicator species Large Heath 

(Coenonympha tulia) at this peatland restoration 

site. 41 Large Heath were recorded during the 

day. Widely spread across the site. 

3 0 

19 04/07/2019 

Large heath 

Survey - Sorn 

Estate 

Survey of bog habitat 

quality indicator 

species on restored 

peatland sites 

Weitshaw 

Muir, Sorn 

Estate 

1 5 6 

Biodiversity surveys focusing on timed-counts for 

the peatland indicator species Large Heath 

(Coenonympha tulia) at this peatland restoration 

site. Despite forecast for warm, but cloudy 

conditions, it was only 13/14oC and overcast with 

a chilly wind on the site. Despite this we recorded 

5 Large Heath in restored areas of the bog. This 

included 5 records from a new 1km square for the 

species. 

3 0 
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20 17/07/2019 

Dragonfly Survey 

and training - 

Low Moss 

Volunteer training 

event focused on 

surveying peatland 

dragonflies and 

damselflies. 

Techniques for 

surveying adults and 

larvae and species ID. 

Target was Black 

Darter dragonflies  

which are peatland 

specialists.   

Low Moss 1 5 6 

Survey originally planned for 11th July, but 

rescheduled due to poor weather.  Plan was to 

surey across whole site for adults and also look for 

larvae in ponds. Survey training and ID training 

provided for volunteers. Eight species of Odonata 

recorded during the day including Black Darter 

(both adults and nymphs) which han't been 

recorded on site before 

3 0 

21 08/08/2019 
Vegetation 

survey- Sorn 

Vegetation survey to 

monitor vegetatin 

change at Sorn 

following peatladn 

restoration 

Weitshaw 

Muir 
0 4 4 

Monitoring of peatland vegetaytion recovery 

following bog restoraiton work. Looking at using a 

simplified (present/absent) methodology to avoid 

variation in subjective recording of vegetation 

cover. 

3 0 

22 21/08/2019 

Dragonfly Survey 

and training - 

Airds Moss 

Volunteer training 

event focused on 

surveying peatland 

dragonflies and 

damselflies.  

Airds Moss 0 7 7 

Survey focused peat dam pools close to the 

southern edge of Airds Moss. Techniques for 

surveying adults and larvae and species ID. Target 

was Black Darter dragonflies which are peatland 

specialists.   

2 0 

23 28/08/2019 
Vegetation 

survey- Sorn 

Vegetation survey to 

monitor vegetation 

change at Sorn 

following peatland 

restoration 

Weitshaw 

Muir 
0 4 4 

Monitoring of peatland vegetation recovery 

following bog restoration work. Looking at using a 

simplified (present/absent) methodology to avoid 

variation in subjective recording of vegetation 

cover. 

2 0 

24 16/09/2019 
Vegetation 

survey- Sorn 

Vegetation survey to 

monitor vegetation 

change at Sorn 

following peatland 

restoration 

Weitshaw 

Muir 
0 1 1 

Monitoring of peatland vegetation recovery 

following bog restoration work. Looking at using a 

simplified (present/absent) methodology to avoid 

variation in subjective recording of vegetation 

cover. 

1 0 

25 19/09/2019 
Vegetation 

survey- Sorn 

Vegetation survey to 

monitor vegetation 

change at Sorn 

following peatland 

restoration 

Weitshaw 

Muir 
0 2 2 

Monitoring of peatland vegetation recovery 

following bog restoration work. Looking at using a 

simplified (present/absent) methodology to avoid 

variation in subjective recording of vegetation 

cover. 

2 00 

     7 97 104  72 17 
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Table B: Awareness events 
 

EVENT INFO OUTPUTS EVENT SUMMARY   

Event 

no. 
Date Event name Location 

Audience reached 
Event summary for reports, etc. (2-3 sentences, include any good quotes from 

feedback forms) 

No. of 
attendees 

from bottom 
20% of SIMD 

Young 
Adul

t 
TOTAL 

1 19/05/2018 
Nature Network 

Legacy LAUNCH  

New Cumnock Town 

Hall 
0 43 43 

Dip your toe into peat bogs was attended by two people, one existing volunteer 

and one new person who has now joined as a CEI volunteer. The event included an 

introductory talk and a site visit to Shiel Farm, which is part of Airds Moss SAC. Robert 

and Tom helped collect wildlife records for the site and got a feel for walking across 

peatland habitats. Very low attendance to our first event, despite lots of interest - 

probably because it coincided with the Royal Wedding and Scottish and FA cup 

matches.  

1 

2 29-May-18 
Peat-free 

gardening 
Cumnock Town Hall 1 3 4 

Four people (included one child) attended our 'peat-free gardening' talk at 

Cumnock Town Hall. The talk included an introduction to the CEI, its work and the 

importance of peatlands for environment, wildlife, economy and culture. We then 

discussed the benefits of using peat-free compost in the garden and how to put 

products to best use, including a recipe for a home-made compost mix. Attendees 

were able to take away a sample of Dalefoot's sheep wool and bracken potting 

compost to try in their gardens.  

4 

3 29-May-18 
Cumnock Rotary 

Club talk 
Royal Hotel, Cumnock 0 9 9 

CEI were invited to speak to nine members of the Cumnock Rotary Club at the 

Royal Hotel in Cumnock. The talk was titled 'Restoring East Ayrshire's peatlands' and 

covered the CEI and its objectives, what peat is and how its formed, where it is 

found and the benefit of maintaining healthy peatland ecosystems. Restoration 

methods and approach were discussed and the group followed up with plenty of 

questions about our work in the area.  

9 

4 15-Jun-18 
National moth 

night 2018 
Low Moss, near Lugar 0 4 4 

Four people (all existing CEI volunteers) attended a night-time moth survey at raised 

bog, Low Moss, where CEI had carried out restoration in 2017. 17 species of moth 

were recorded.  

4 

5 17-Jul-18 

Cumnock 

Gardening Club 

talk 

Cumnock   0 8 8 
CEI were invited by the Corra Foundation to speak at the Cumnock Gardening 

Club’s regular meeting, presenting on the Nature Network Legacy project and the 

benefits of restoring peatland and reducing peat use in the garden. 

6 

6 24-Jul-18 

Moth night at 

the Barony A 

Frame 

Barony A Frame 0 16 16 
CEI joined the Where’s Wildlife in Ayrshire project for an exciting evening at the 

Barony A Frame recording moths and bat species. 16 people attended the event 

and 45 species were recorded. 

Data not 

collected 

7 25-Sep-18 

Beautiful Bog 

Plants ID 

workshop 

Dalmellington Moss  0 7 7 
CEI delivered a botanical ID workshop at Dalmellington Moss on behalf of the 

Where’s Wildlife in Ayrshire Project.  

7 
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8 21-Nov-18 

On-site 

restoration 

demonstration 

Common Farm 0 16 16 

CEI attended a joint event with RSPB Scotland and the Farming Advisory Service 

(FAS) to deliver land manager advice to farmers, focused on curlew conservation 

and peatland habitat enhancement. The event was very well-attended by local 

farmers and included and visit to Common Farm to see the habitat enhancement 

work carried out by RSPB and CEI. 

16 

9 11-May-19 

Ayrshire 

Pollinator 

Workshop 

New Cumnock 

Development Trust 

offices 

1 4 5 Full day training workshop on Scottish pollinators 1 

10 20-May-19 

Talk about CEI's 

Peatland 

Restoration Work 

SEPA Offices, Ayr 0 8 8 

Delivered lunchtime talk. Lots of interest from council flood prevention officers who 

don't appear to have factored in the impact of peatland restoraiton on flood risk. 

Offer of possible funding from EAC officer.  

Data not 

collected 

11 01-Jun-19 

Ayrshire 

Pollinator 

Workshop 

Dumfries House 1 4 5 Full day training workshop on Scottish pollinators 1 

12 02-Jun-19 

Peat-free 

gardening for 

Biodiversity 

workshop at 

Gardening 

Scotland 

Gardening Scotland, 

Ingliston, Edinburgh 
5 35 40 

Radio-mic outdoor workshop on 'Peat free gardening for Biodiversity' delivered at 

Gardening Scotland (Scotland's largest gardening show).  Was initially to be 30 mins, 

but ended up being over 1 hour. Then led a guided walk round the school pallet 

gardens pointing out plants and features that would be good for biodiversity. At 

least 40 people were gathered listening near middle of the talk, but much larger 

audience of people walking past and stopping for a few minutes to listen. Directed 

audience to various NGO stands to get further information. Good feedback from 

audience and lots of gardening & biodiversity questions at the end. 

Data not 

collected 

13 27-Jun-19 

Lunchtime 

pollinator ID and 

survey skills 

training 

Kelvingrove Park, 

Glasgow 
0 8 8 

Lunchtime training session to raise awareness of pollinator diversity, ecology and 

urban pollinator habitat management. 

Data not 

collected 

14 18-Jul-19 
Bog beasties & 

Pond dipping 

Netherthird 

Community Gardens 
52 20 72 

Ran a 'Meet the Bog Bugs' session with creatures and plants from nearby Low Moss 

including sphagnums & sundews, adder skin, Emperor moth caterpillars, Black darter 

dragonflies and  moths including an Elephant Hawkmoth. Then delivered 3 bug-hunt 

sessions for kids and families attending the Summer play scheme and using the 

facilities at Netherthird Community Gardens. We recorded all the wildlife we found.  

Also spoke to 3 gardening volunteers (2 with physical disabilities) about peatlands 

and peat-free-gardening We will run a follow-up session next month at Low Moss. 

72 
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15 26-Jul-19 

STEM Family Day 

at Dumfries 

House - Bug 

walks 

Dumfries House, 

Cumnock 
48 27 75 

Ran a 'Meet the Bog Bugs' session with creatures and plants (Sphagnums and 

Sundews) from nearby Low Moss. Then delivered 3 bug-hunt sessions (1st: 26 

attendees (18 children), 2nd: 23 attendees (13 children), 3rd: 26 attendees (17 

children). Then engagement at stand between bug walk. Spoke to 30+ additional 

families at stand the stand (in addition to those that came on the bug walks) 

50 

16 26-Jul-19 

STEM Family Day 

at Dumfries 

House -

engagement 

about peatland 

Dumfries House, 

Cumnock 
50 45 95 

See event above. Spoke to an additional 30+ families at the stand (not including the 

families that came on the bug walks) 
50 

17 15-Aug-19 Bog bugs visit 

Netherthird 

Community Gardens & 

Low Moss/Airds Moss 

15 7 22 

Went to Low Moss the day before to cut vegetation for access, but much of the 

path quite flooded. Returned next morning to confirm, and cancelled the Coalfield 

Communities Transport minibus and driver. Collected a tray of sphagnums and bog 

plants plus creatures from the bog to take to Netherthird Community Gardens. 

Showed kids and adults the bog creatrures and then went on a bug hunt & picnic 

to Barshare Woods. Lots of great species recorded and lots of kids too! Adult 

numbers include parents and volunteers working at the Community Gardens. 

22 

18 27/09/2019 

National Moth 

Night at Barony 

A Frame 

Barony A Frame, 

Auchinleck 
0 12 12 

Set up moth traps at Low Moss the night before the event so that we would have 

specimens to show people early on. On the night we set up 5 battery-operated 

moth traps (our generator wouldn’t start, so unfortunately the more powerful 

Robinson trap (6th trap) wasn't working). After a H&S talk, we spoke about moths 

and nocturnal wildlife, tried sugaring to lure species and then walked from trap to 

trap checking which species were being attracted. We also looked and recorded 

other wildlife including spiders and beetles. Event finished just before midnight when 

it started raining. Lots of very enthusiastic attendees for late on a Friday night! 

6 

19 05/10/2019 

Talk about CEI's 

monitoring and 

wildlife recording 

in East Ayrshire 

SNH Battleby, near 

Perth 
3 142 145 Talk about monitoring sites and wildlife recording in East Ayrshire. 

Data not 

collected 

20 30/10/2019 

SRUC student 

Peatland 

Ecology and 

Monitoring site 

visit  

Low Moss, near Lugar 7 1 8 

SRUC (Ayr) student visit to Low Moss near Cumnock. Talks and discussion on 

Peatland Ecology, management and Monitoring. Then practical experience 

installing dipwells, carrying out peat depth surveys and biodiversity surveys (sweep 

netting and aquatic surveys). 5 individuals signed up to the newsletter and supplied 

postcodes in SIMD areas. 1 new species of water beetle added to the site (Agabus 

sturmii) 

5 
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21 04/03/2020 
Talk to SRUC 

students 
Ayrshire College, Ayr 0 5 5 

A talk was given to the 3rd year Environmental Management students at SRUC. Four 

students and one lecturer were present. The talk was focused on how to deliver a 

community environmental project using Nature Network Legacy as a case study. 

4/6 students were in attendance.  

Data not 

collected 

        183 424 607   254 

 


