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Reporting on volunteer activities and events with East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative

VOLUNTEER EVENTS
September - November 2016

YOUR WILDLIFE SNAPS!

What a busy 3 months it’s been! 12
volunteers have given a total of 24 days to
monitoring and enhancing 3 peatland sites
in East Ayrshire. RSPB Airds Moss, Sheil
Farm and Low Moss. THANK YOU!

Monitoring and Survey results
 INNS Survey—Airds Moss
4 volunteers helped to survey the
banks of the river muck in Muirkirk for
Non Native Invasive Species. Lots of
wildlife records were made and thankfully no NNS identified!

Amethyst deceiver by Alex Black

 Plant Survey— Low Moss
6 volunteers helped to install new
quadrats and survey them on Low
Moss raised bog. Moth traps were
emptied but unfortunately no moths
were caught due to low temperatures.
Other wildlife records were made
despite this!

 Spider Survey— Airds Moss
4 CEI volunteers hunted for spiders on
Airds Moss RSPB Reserve, looking in
particular for the rare Cloud-living spider (Semljicola caliginosus). Three
survey methods were used; sweepnetting, hoovering the bog with the
BugVac, and collecting moss samples.

STAR species
recorded by
volunteers:


PEREGRINE FALCON



SHORT EARED OWL



GOLDEN PLOVER



AMETHYST DECIEVER



TRUE LOVERS KNOT
CATERPILLAR



BOG ROSEMARY



PORRHOMA CAMPBELLI
SPIDER



COMMON NEOBISID
PSUEDOSCORPIAN

Black darter dragonfly
by Mary Macdougal

Airds Moss by Robert Carey

EVENTS COMING UP!

Wildlife Records:-

14th December—Grouse Markers on Fences
and Sitka Spruce Removal

BIRDS

15

SPIDERS

3

MOTHS

4

PSEUDOSCORPIANS

1

AMPHIBIANS

2

DRAGONFLIES

1

FLIES

0

BEES

0

 Water features — Airds Moss

Mammals

0

4 volunteers helped to clear natural
ditches on the floodplain of RSPB Airds
Moss to provide important habitat for
invertebrates and amphibians aswell
as feeding areas for wading birds such
as snipe.

plants

4

beetles

1

 Dipwell dipping — Airds Moss

16th January - Path patrol, New Cumnock

3 volunteers helped to monitor the water-levels of RSPB Airds Moss. Shorteared owl, golden plover and Black
Grouse were spotted.

1st February - Dipwell dipping, Airds Moss

 Dipwell dipping— Shiel Farm

15th March—Make the Adder Count Survey,
Airds Moss

3 volunteers helped to monitor the water -level of Shiel Farm for the first time
using the recently installed dipwells.

13th February - Dipwell dipping , Shiel Farm +
Low Moss

Bog indicators

Hypselistes jacksoni (Araneae)

Male H.jacksoni © http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/

In June 2014 and October 2016 this species was
recorded by volunteers on RSPB Airds Moss
reserve. In June it was recorded from pitfall traps that
were set up to the north of the reserve where a
transect of pitfalls were set up and emptied every
month from May till August. In October this year it was
caught again when we carried out our annual Spider
Hunt on Airds Moss using the infamous Bugvac!
(leafblower used as a vacuum with a net attached to
catch all the bugs!) This is a great result as the
species favours wetland habitat and is therefore a
good indicator of a healthy bog. Other species caught
in October included Ceratinella brevipes, Antistea
elegans and Porrhoma campbelli, a first for
Ayrshire and South Scotland and only the 7th record
since 1991! The elusive Cloud-living spider remains to
be found but all efforts to find it are not lost as we
have helped to create 77 spider species records for
the site so far, many of these being first records for
Ayrshire and good indicators of good quality peatbog
habitat. All specimens have been identified by Dave
Beaumont, RSPB Scotland regional reserves
manager, who is delighted with the results. Thank you
to everyone for contributing to these vital records
which help to understand the health of the habitat!

About this species:
Recorded altitude range: 1m to 700m
Distribution:

H. jacksoni is widely distributed from
the south-west, through Wales into northern
England, becoming much more scattered as far as
Orkney. A Holarctic species, widespread in northwestern Europe.

Habitat and ecology : H. jacksoni is nearly always
found in wet or marshy areas, in bogs and
heathland. Adults of both sexes have been found in
Autumn, Winter and Spring, females also in the
summer.

Status: The species is uncommon but it can be
References
Map and text has been taken from the Spiders and
Harvestman recording scheme website:
http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk

frequent in damp heathy areas and bogs.

Threats: Drainage of wetlands for forestry and
agriculture.

Management and conservation: Ensure the water
table in the wetland sites is maintained.

Where’s Wildlife in Ayrshire?
The new Where’s Wildlife in Ayrshire project is a place
for all those interested in wildlife and wildlife recording
to come together and submit records of what they
have seen in Ayrshire. While the Where’s Wildlife in
Ayrshire website is being developed, records can be
submitted via the Facebook page. Here you can find a
recording form for one off records, or if you are an avid
recorder, a spreadsheet which you can download and
fill to your hearts content! This spreadsheet can be
returned to Aisling via email (aisling@sup.org.uk)

Project Officer: Aisling Gribbin
Phone: 07850081513
E-mail: Aisling@sup.org.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/whereswildlifeinayrshire

The project is funded by Ayrshire LEADER 2014-

C/o Ayrshire Rivers Trust, 1 Gibbsyard. Auchincruive Estate. KA6 5HW

three Ayrshire councils.

CEI PARTNER VOLUNTEER EVENTS
Our partners include East Ayrshire Council, Scottish Wildlife
Trust, East Ayrshire Woodlands, Forestry Commission
Scotland , Scottish Natural Heritage and the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds. We will do our best to let you know of
any events or training days our partners are organizing!

2020 Programme, the Heritage Lottery Fund and all

WHERE’S WILDLIFE IN AYRSHIRE

A BIG THANKS to the following volunteers!
Alex Black
Robert Carey
Finlay Dowell
Tom Vosterman
Grace Lawrie
Jane Coomber
Mary Macdougal
Kevin Beck
Carolyn Mcfarlane
Derek Sim
Aisling Gribbin
Jimmy Wyllie

Please get in touch if you’d like to have your
picture or article in the next Newsletter! :-)
E-mail: Jennifer.dunn@ea-cei.org.uk

