Project Newsletter
Spring & Summer 2019 (news from January — June)
Reporting on project updates, volunteer activities & events with East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative

Welcome to our Summer newsletter!
Its been a busy year so far, packed with some great
volunteer events as well as a number of exciting
changes at the CEI!
In February we were joined by Dr Scott Shanks, who will
be providing cover as the CEI Project Manager while
Daisy is on maternity leave (More about Scott on p4).
We’re very excited to announce the arrival of another
new member of the CEI Team! I’m sure you’ll join us in
congratulating Daisy and her family on the arrival of
their lovely wee daughter Flora! Daisy and Flora are
both doing really well and have already come on one
of our volunteer days!
Daisy, Rory and Flora Whytock
© Daisy Whytock
@CoalfieldEnvironmentInitiative
@EA_CEI

In May we moved offices to the old Opera House in
Kilmarnock. We’ve just about finished unpacking! Feel
free to come and say hello!
Read on to find out what we’ve been up to so far this
year!

CEI CELEBRATES RESTORING OVER 600 HECTARES OF PEATLAND IN EAST AYRSHIRE!
During the winter we were busy restoring 133 hectares
of degraded blanket bog on Weitshaw Muir, which is
part of Sorn Estate.
The site lies within the Muirkirk and North Lowther
Uplands Special Protection Area and is upstream of
the Sorn and Catrine flood risk zones. In addition to
protecting peatland habitat for wildlife, the restoration
work will help improve water quality and reduce the
risk of flooding after storms by holding more rain water
in the bog.
With the completion of this work, the CEI have now
restored an amazing 610 hectares of peatland in
East Ayrshire! Well done everyone!

Re-wetting works at Weitshaw Muir
Over 4,000 dams and bunds were installed in
areas of deep peat to re-wet the blanket bog
and prevent the release of greenhouse gasses

COMING UP in 2019!


Dragonfly Survey at Low Moss—Wednesday 17th July



Dumfries House STEM Family day—Friday 26th July



Dragonfly Survey at Airds Moss—Thursday 22nd August (tbc)

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Please get in touch if you’d like to
have your pictures or an article
featured in our next Newsletter.
E-mail: info@ea-cei.org.uk
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VOLUNTEERING UPDATE

February: Path Patrol!
Our first volunteer day of 2019 wasa bit of a wet
one! The aim was to check for winter damage to
the New Cumnock nature path network. During
the day we walked 3 of the routes recording path
erosion and missing way-markers. We also
practiced our winter wildlife detective skills looking
for animal tracks and signs.
We managed to record 27 species in the end. Not
bad for a wet and chilly day! Highlights included
Dippers, Bullfinches, Mole hills (surprisingly underrecorded!), Fox moth caterpillars, Oak marble
galls and a few micro-moth leaf mines.

UAV pilots in training at Low Moss

Volunteer Finlay and RSPB’s Hannah pulling scrub

April: Bog Pool Beasties at Low Moss
Our next volunteer event was a day of
biodiversity monitoring at Low Moss near
Cumnock. Following bog restoration work here
blocking diches and installing bunds, the number
of bog pools has greatly increased. It is now
perfect for frogs, newts, dragonflies, water
beetles and other aquatic species. Sampling
from different pools and ditches we recorded 99
species! Highlights included: 13 species of birds,
29 species of beetles, 8 species of true bugs, 7
spiders, 7 moths, 4 dragonflies/ damselflies, 2
species of bumblebees, Bog rosemary and 2
species of insectivorous sundew!

May:
Breeding Birds at Weitshaw Muir
May
Our next volunteer event was a breeding bird
survey at recently restored Weitshaw Muir. A 3.5 km
transect route was walked twice in 2018, counting
numbers of breeding birds. This was the first repeat
survey since the bog restoration work over the
winter. Due to a combination of great weather and
sharp-eyed volunteers we managed to count an
impressive 106 Skylarks, 19 Meadow Pipits, 2
Buzzards and 2 Snipe on the transect! We also had
Roe Deer, Brown Hare, Green Hairstreak butterflies,
Blaeberry Mining-bees and a new beetle for
mainland Ayrshire (Carabus glabratus)!
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VOLUNTEERING UPDATE

May: Hunting for Dingy Skippers
In mid– May we went looking for one of Scotland’s
rarest butterflies: the Dingy Skipper. Colonies of this
brown moth-like butterfly have recently been
found at a few ex-colliery sites and bings in East
Ayrshire including the Barony A Frame at
Auchinleck, Hannahston Community Woodland
and Littlemill Bing at Rankinston.
Unfortunately the Dingy Skippers were a no-show
due to the drizzly conditions at the Barony A
Frame, but attendees later found Dingy Skipper
colonies on 4 new 1km squares! They also
discovered the first colony of Narrow-Bordered
Bee-hawkmoths in Ayrshire!

UAV pilots in training at Low Moss

Volunteer Finlay and RSPB’s Hannah pulling scrub

May & June: Pollinator ID Training
To help increase the number of pollinator records
in Ayrshire we ran two free pollinator training
workshops for volunteers and local people.
The workshops involved presentations in the
morning and afternoons outside recording
pollinators and practicing survey techniques.

On the 11th May our joint event with the New
Cumnock Development Trust recorded 40
species in New Cumnock Wildlife Garden and
SWT Knockshinnoch Lagoons.
On the 1st June our event with the Dumfries
House Education Team recorded 75 species!

June: Breeding Bird Survey #2
The next volunteer event in June was a return to our
bog restoration site at Weitshaw Muir to carry out
the second breeding bird survey of the season.
After recording amazing numbers breeding birds on
the first survey we weren’t expecting there to be
more, but there were!
In total we recorded 108 singing and displaying
Skylarks, 47 singing Meadow Pipits, 1 Buzzard and 1
Snipe on the transect. We also had Large heath
butterflies, Brown Hare, Lizards, Blue-tailed
damselflies, and pink Cranberry flowers everywhere!
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VOLUNTEERING UPDATE

June: Large Heath Surveys
During June and early July we carried out surveys at
3 of our peatland restoration sites. Large Heath are
good indicators of quality bog habitat. Their
caterpillars feed on cotton grasses, which often
increase in abundance after peatland restoration.

UAV pilots in training at Low Moss

At Low Moss we recorded 46 Large Heath and at
SWT Dalmellington Moss we recoded 41 individuals.
At the recently restored Weitshaw Muir we
recorded just 6 (under less than ideal weather
conditions). It’ll be interesting to see if Large Heath
numbers increase at Sorn once the vegetation has
time to respond to the restoration work.

A BIG THANKS to the following volunteers!
Tom Vorsterman, Finlay Dowell, Jane Coomber, Aliaksandra Ogilvie, Iain Dick, Jim Black,
Abigail Charlwood, John Fergusson, Bruce Philp, Robert Dunn, Paul Cobb, Daisy Whytock,
Rory Whytock, Rowan Whytock & Flora Whytock!

Welcome to our new CEI Project Manager!
In February we were joined by peatland
ecologist and entomologist Dr Scott Shanks.
Scott has a background in research and nature
conservation, and worked for Invertebrate
charity Buglife on their Slamannan Bog
Restoration Project. Scott brings expertise in all
things invertebrate-related, specialising in
peatland species and pollinators such as
butterflies, bees and hoverflies!
Scott says “Its been a brilliant year so far, and
I’ve really enjoyed getting to see the impressive
peatland restoration work that’s been carried
out by the CEI and our brilliant volunteers!
Out-with work Scott enjoys hill walking, biological
recording and is the Butterfly Recorder for Southwest Scotland, including all of Ayrshire.
Scott Shanks, CEI Project Manger © CEI
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