
Welcome to our WINTER newsletter! 
As the colder, darker days have crept up on us we’ve wrapped 

up our volunteer and outdoor awareness programmes to focus 

on the important work we do to restore the ecological health of 

East Ayrshire’s precious peatlands. It is vital that this work takes 

place outside of the spring and summer months to avoid 

disturbing breeding wildlife; many rare and threatened species 

rely on the sanctuary of our remote peatlands to spend their 

summers and rear their young. In 2018-19 we are thrilled to be 

working with Sorn Estate to re-wet a large area of intensively 

drained blanket bog within the Muirkirk Uplands SSSI, where in 

some places the peat depth exceeds 6 metres! Find out more 

below... 
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Peatland restoration at Sorn Estate 

CEI are once again working with specialist peatland restoration 

contractors, Openspace (Cumbria) Ltd, who successfully bid for 

the contract at Sorn Estate. They were able to come up with an 

innovative method of slowing water flow in wide ditches on the 

bog that doesn’t result in huge pools of water which could be an 

issue for sheep grazing on the Estate. This work is a vital part of 

our Nature Network Legacy project and will bring the total area of 

peatland restoration carried out by CEI to over 600 hectares! This 

year’s work is funded in part by the Peatland Action Fund.  

 

Rush cutting at Common Farm  

EcoCo LIFE’s Stephen Longster has been working hard driving the 

Softrak to cut areas of dense soft rush at Common Farm. This is a 

follow-up cut in the areas tackled in 2017 to maintain open areas 

which will benefit curlew, who prefer to hang about in rushy fields 

where the ratio of rush to grazed grassland is 20%:80%.  

 

Wader scrape creation at Airds Moss 

CEI have been working with partners RSPB and a local contractor 

to create wader scrapes—shallow, muddy pools of water that 

provide homes for aquatic insects and become excellent foraging 

areas for wading birds. The scrapes have been created at two 

locations, Airds Moss floodplain and Common Farm. This work will 

complement the work by the CEI and RSPB to improve peatland 

and wetland habitat nearby and benefit birds such as curlew and 

lapwing.  

COMING UP in 2019! 

 Meet the new Project Manager February 2019 

 Daisy goes on maternity leave 1st March 2019! 

WINTERY WETLAND WORK  

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!   
Please get in touch if you’d like to have your 

pictures or an article featured in the next 

Newsletter (March ‘19)! E-mail: info@ea-

cei.org.uk 

EcoCo LIFE Softrak cutting rushes at Common Farm 

Low ground pressure excavator making peat dams on 

Sorn Estate © CEI 

Wader scrapes created on Airds Moss floodplain  

Mini-bunds created in a wide ditch at Sorn Estate  

mailto:daisy.whytock@ea-cei.org.uk
mailto:daisy.whytock@ea-cei.org.uk


Since the start of October, CEI and volunteers have met three times 

as with my progressing pregnancy it has been harder to carry out 

outdoor tasks. In October volunteers Finlay, Tom and Robert joined 

Daisy and RSPB warden Hannah Sharratt at Airds Moss to pull an 

amazing 231 Sitka spruce saplings from the bog! The trees have 

spread from nearby conifer forest that was planted on an area of 

blanket bog within the Airds Moss Special Area of Conservation. If 

the reserve staff don’t keep the trees in check these would become 

a significant mechanism for water loss. Thankfully due to the 

combined efforts of RSPB and CEI to create wetter habitat and 

remove the trees we have improved the bog’s outlook for the 

future.  In late October the CEI  arranged an exciting training 

workshop for volunteers and partners to learn how to safely and 

legally fly an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) or ‘drone’ for 

conservation and site monitoring. 15 people attended the Bird’s-

eye Bog: safe drone flying and photography event and flew 

drones purchased through the EcoCo LIFE project and 

photographed the wonderfully wet Low Moss.  

VOLUNTEERS PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE IN CONSERVING SPECIAL HABITATS 

CCLP Call for Projects 
The Coalfield Communities Landscape 

Partnership is in full swing, and the project 

team have recently announced a ‘call for 

projects’. This is YOUR chance to submit a 

project proposal that helps meet the aims 

of the scheme and ensures vital 

collaboration between key groups and 

members of the community. Find out more 

about the CCLP and find the call for 

projects pro-forma at this website: https://

www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/

PlanningAndTheEnvironment/Development-

SPREADING THE WORD  

WWIA END OF PROJECT CONFERENCE  

I was delighted to be asked to present at the Where’s Wildlife in 

Ayrshire End of Project Conference at the impressive venue of 

Dumfries House. It was an excellent chance to promote the 

good work we have been doing in the area, including multiple 

collaborations with WWIA. The other presenters gave excellent 

talks and I learnt a lot about unfamiliar topics including 

cetaceans in the Clyde and golden eagle release in Dumfries and 

Galloway. We are sad to say goodbye to Helen Embleton, who 

was an amazing project officer and wish her well in her new job 

as an ecologist.  

 

ECOCO LIFE END OF PROJECT 

CONFERENCE 

The CEI have been partners in the EcoCo LIFE project (LIFE 

13/BIO/UK/000428) since September 2014, with significant funds 

for peatland restoration coming from the European Union. The 

end of project conference was well attended by partners and 

others and showcased all that the EcoCo LIFE project had 

achieved in its four years. CEI had a special mention for the 

number of volunteer and awareness events held as part of the 

project. I really can’t take the credit for this myself so I would 

like to give a HUGE THANKS to our wonderful former 

project officers Jennifer Dunn and Gemma Jennings.  

Robert Carey, Tom Vorsterman, Finlay Dowell, Jane Coomber, Grace Lawrie, Katrina Dick, Tom 

Wilson, with a special mention to Jane who has been helping me in the office recently!  

A BIG THANKS to the following volunteers!   

The CEI’s Nature Network Legacy project (2018-2020) is 

funded by Scottish Natural Heritage, INFINIS and South 

Ayrshire Waste Environment Trust (SAWET). THIS 

PROJECT IS BEING PART-FINANCED BY THE 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT AND THE  

EUROPEAN UNION—Ayrshire LEADER 2014-2020 

Programme. 

Volunteer Finlay and RSPB’s Hannah pulling scrub 

UAV pilots in training at Low Moss 

Have a fantastic Christmas and see you in 2019!  
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