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Reporting on project updates, volunteer activities & events with East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative 

We are launching two new projects in June 2020 and we 

hope YOU will take part. Both projects will involve working 

with local people to create or enhance habitats for wildlife; 

Perfect Peatlands aims to improve important peatland 

habitats, and the Coalfields for Pollinators project will create 

new habitat for our threatened bees, butterflies, moths 

and other flying critters. The projects will take place over 

two years (2020 – 2022) and there will be plenty of 

opportunities to get involved, whether you are a volunteer, 

local group, land owner, educator or young person. Read 

more at www.ea-cei.org.uk.  

 BOGS AND BEES— 2 NEW PROJECTS LAUNCHED FOR NATURE 

COMING UP in 2020! 

 Launch of Perfect Peatlands and Coalfields for Pollinators  

 Online volunteer training events 

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!   

Please get in touch if you’d like to 

have your pictures or an article 

featured in our next Newsletter.          
E-mail: info@ea-cei.org.uk                    

Well things have certainly changed a bit since our last newsletter in autumn 2019! For 

the past five or so years, springtime has brought with it the excitement of starting a new 

field season and kicking off a programme of activities for our volunteers and the 

community. After a long winter of cold commutes to the office, report writing, and 

seasonal colds, warm spring weather and the emergence of wildlife has always brought 

much-needed relief.  

 

The lockdown in March due to the covid-19 pandemic 

sent me into a bit of a whirl. My partner and I began 

navigating how to continue working day-to-day whilst 

also caring for children and without the help of family 

members and friends. In working hours, and with a 

new line manager—our Chair, Lucy Filby, we tried to 

find a way to continue to operate, deliver planned 

projects and stay connected to our volunteers and 

followers when they too were confined at home.  

 

This newsletter is going out during Volunteers’ Week 

2020, and CEI would like to thank our volunteers for 

staying in touch—it is a great help. Together we can 

look forward to a time when we will welcome new 

volunteers and contribute to the CEI’s new projects 

launching in 2020.  

 

Welcome to our Spring newsletter!              

@CoalfieldEnvironmentInitiative 

@EA_CEI 

Congratulations to competition winners 

Keith Hill, Charlene McClelland and Debo-

rah MacGillivray who won a bundle of 

wildlife watching prizes through our Face-

book competition! 
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A big THANK YOU to our Volunteers 

Volunteer Finlay and RSPB’s Hannah pulling scrub 

UAV pilots in training at Low Moss 

“Our Vols” by Daisy 

I love our vols 

They give me ‘lols’ 

I miss them when I’m on my hols 

I’m often late 

They patiently wait 

And happily they will berate (me) 

I stepped in when 

We lost Gemma and Jen 

What a big learning curve I had then 

We walked on bogs 

And photographed frogs 

The wildlife left us all agog 

This lockdown is lame 

Coronavirus is to blame 

I can’t wait ‘til we can meet again 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS FOR KEEPING ME SANE! 

 

 

At the end of March we bid fairwell to long time CEI Board members Arthur 

Keller (SNH) and Dave Beaumont (RSPB). Arthur was our Chair for several years 

and was a great support to the charity; as well as being a Board member Dave 

was our go-to spider man (helped with spider ID). We also said a sad goodbye 

to Toby Wilson (RSPB) who was my line manager for around 4.5 years! He was a 

brilliant line manager and friend. Our chair, Lucy Filby, is now my new line 

manager and has been a fantastic support during the coronavirus crisis.  

CEI welcomed new Board member, Graeme Walker (pictured). Graeme is now retired but used 

to work locally for SNH. In the coming months we will be recruiting new Board members—please 

get in touch via info@ea-cei.org.uk if you are interested.  

Changes to CEI Board and Steering Group  

 Lockdown wildlife sightings 
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Clockwise from top left: Zebra jumping spider, small pearl-bordered fritillary and narrow bordered bee hawkmoth (Tom Vorsterman), Young 

great tit (Robert Carey), Drinker moth caterpillar (Tom Wilson) 
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