Peatland Scientists Programme
Autumn 2017 update
Hello and welcome to our Peatland Scientists update!
This autumn, 126 children from five East Ayrshire primary schools participated in our Peatland
Scientists education project. The budding scientists, ranging from P5-P6 learned about one of
Scotland’s most important habitats - the peat bog. Each class participated in a classroom
session and a field trip to a local peat bog - either Airds Moss or Dalmellington Moss. One
teacher described their trip as “Outdoor learning at its best!” We look forward to working with
more schools in 2018 and hope you enjoy this newsletter.
Dr Gemma Jennings, CEI Project Officer

Session 1. Peatland science in class
First up, pupils took part in a classroom session where they
learned all about peat bogs and carried out some hands-on
experiments.
Peat bogs are important for biodiversity and water quality.
A healthy bog locks in carbon, helping to combat climate change.
Pupils learned about threats and conservation of peat bogs.

SPONGEY SPHAGNUM
EXPERIMENT
Sphagnum moss is the building block of the
bog! Children experimented with the absorptive
and filtering properties of this magical moss.

PEAT BOGS - A SPECIAL HABITAT
“The project helped us with our Eco-Schools Green Flag
outcomes. We have learned about biodiversity and
sustainability through taking part in this project.”
Class teacher, Ochiltree Primary

“Outdoor learning at its best!”
Class teacher, New Cumnock Primary

PROPERTIES OF PEAT
Peat was compared with soil from the school
garden and the results were used to produce a
list of ‘peaty’ vocabulary!

Session 2. To the peat bog!
EXPLORING A WILD PLACE - On arrival the children had time to explore the bog - they had fun walking on
the squelchy moss and made some amazing wildlife discoveries!

PEATLAND PLANT MONITORING - Peat bogs are home to some very
special plants. Pupils used hula hoop “quadrats” and ID guides to
complete a peatland plant survey.

Wildlife recorded by pupils
Here’s just a few fascinating peat bog
plants & animals recorded by pupils:

Animals
Common lizard
Smooth newt
Dragonfly (adults & larvae)
Fox moth caterpillar
4 spot orb weaver spider
Plants
Sphagnum moss
Heather
Bog cranberry
Deer grass
Bog asphodel

BOG BUGS - Pupils collected and identified a variety of bog invertebrates. Two methods were used; pond
dipping and sweep netting. Despite the autumn weather, there was lots of bog life to be found!
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THANK YOU to each of our Peatland Scientists autumn 2017 participants:
Auchinleck Primary, Bellsbank Primary, New Cumnock Primary, Ochiltree Primary & Patna Primary.
Would you like your class to be the next group of Peatland Scientists?
Please contact Gemma to find out about taking part in 2018: gemma.jennings@ea-cei.org.uk / 01563 576771.
The CEI’s work is supported by Scottish Natural Heritage, East Ayrshire
Council, and with the contribution of the LIFE+ financial instrument of the
European Community. East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative is a
registered charity in Scotland, no: SC037177.

