
VOLUNTEER EVENTS  
June - August 2016 

Monitoring and Survey results 

 

What a busy 3 months it’s been! 22 volun-

teers have given a total of 91 days to moni-

toring 3 peatland sites  in East  Ayrshire. 

RSPB Airds Moss, SWT Dalmellington Moss 

and Sheil Farm, Airds Moss.  THANK YOU! 

     

 STAR species 
recorded by 
volunteers:  
 

 LARGE HEATH       

BUTTERFLY 

 SIX SPOT BURNET 

MOTH 

 COMMON  TOAD 

 CURLEW 

 BLACK DARTER    

DRAGONFLY 

 KESTREL 

 LIGTH KNOT GRASS 

CATERPILLAR 

BIRDS 15 

SPIDERS 1 

MOTHS 11 

BUTTERFLIES 14 

AMPHIBIANS 4 

DRAGONFLIES 3 

FLIES 0 

BEES 0 

Mammals 1 

plants 2 

beetles 2 

Wildlife Records:- 
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 YOUR WILDLIFE SNAPS! 

 

 Plant Survey—Dalmellington Moss 

4 volunteers joined forces from the           

Scottish Wildlife Trust and CEI to survey 

the 9 fixed plant quadrats. Photo's were 

also taken of each quadrat as a fixed point 

photography record.   

 Butterfly Survey—  Shief Farm 

With the help of staff from RSPB and 2 CEI 

volunteers, the presence of Large Heath 

butterflies were confirmed on Shiel Farm 

with 5 locations of sightings recorded to the 

SE of the site where the bog was in better 

condition. 19 other wildlife records were 

made!  

 Plant Survey—   Airds Moss 

All 7 fixed quadrats were monitored for 

positive and negative plant indicators as a 

% abundance by 5 volunteers. Wildlife sight-

ings included Northern Eggar and Fox Moth 

caterpillars as well as a Common Frog and 

lots of Red Grouse. 

 Plant Survey — Shiel Farm 

4 Volunteers had fun locating the under-

ground quadrats using the metal detector! 

3 quadrats were surveyed in an area that 

hasn't yet received any restoration work. 

Lots of wildlife was spotted including Gold-

en Plover and Kestrel! 

 Dipwell dipping— Airds Moss 

4 volunteers helped to monitor the water-

levels of RSPB Airds Moss (seemingly rela-

tively high for this time of year!) Alex spot-

ted an Adder skin, Robert spotted a Com-

mon Lizard and Tom spotted a Twin Spot 

Carpet Moth! 

 Installing dipwells— Airds Moss 

5 volunteers helped to make and install 9 

dipwells in the area of Shiel Farm recently 

restored by the CEI. A Peat Auger was used 

to make holes for the dipwells along a tran-

sect 'upstream' and downstream' of each 

peat bund. Wildlife spotted included a very 

cute baby Toad and Painted Lady Butterfly!   

EVENTS COMING UP! 

19th September- Invasive Plant Species Survey                                       

Airds Moss 

21st September - Moth Morning + Plant Quadrats 

Low Moss 

5th October - Spider Hunt, Airds Moss                                

18th October - Dipwell dipping, Airds Moss 

26th October - Dipwell dipping, Shiel Farm 

9th November -  Floodplain water-feature clearing, 

Airds Moss 

17th November -  Path Patrol, New Cumnock 

Reporting on volunteer activities and events with East Ayrshire  Coalfield Environment Initiative 

Painted Lady Butterfly  by Finlay Dowell 

Six Spot Burnet Moth  by Alex  Black 

Bioblitz records are 

not included in this 

newsletter as they will 

be written as a              

separate  report!  



Quantifying Qualitative contents of  Quadrats with a metal detector  
By Grace Lawrie 

Bog Blog 

On August 18th a small group of volunteers joined Daisy, Jen and a visiting Health and 

Safety Officer at Shiel Farm to locate quadrats that had been previously spread out 

over the site. Each quadrat squared off an area of 2 m2 that was representative of the 

plants in that part of the peatland. 

The quadrats that we were seeking had actually been marked off at each corner with  

metal poles below ground. This meant that we had the chance to play with a very clever 

toy – a metal detector! Locating the quadrats was a lot easier than expected. We were a 

bit nervous as we only had a map with their GPS coordinates. We each got the chance 

to have a go, although no valuable treasures were found – yet... 

Sally Gray using the metal detector! 

Once we found each quadrat, we temporarily 

marked off the sampling area using bamboo 

canes at the corners. We took turns in recording 

the data, working through a list of plant species 

of interest within the area and descriptors of it, 

and the surrounding land – such as the presence 

of trees, whilst the remaining team members 

identified and counted each plant species. 

Our data was recorded using the Domin scale, named after the botanist Karel Domin 

(1882 - 1953) (Wikipedia, 2016). This type of scale is really useful for when there is a wide 

range of the number of each species, as for our purpose where sometimes there were 

only a few individual plants, and at other times the whole area could be populated by one 

plant. 

We used the following table to record plant cover by abundance (when the number was 

low) and as a percentage (when the number was higher) with values from 1 -10. 

Value Domin scale 

10 91-100 % 

9 76 -90 % 

8 51 -75 % 

7 34 -50 % 

6 26 -33 % 

5 11 -25 % 

4 4 -10 % 

3 1 -3 % 

2 Less than 1 % 

1 1 -2 individuals 

http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/SF-vegetation-monitoring-18-08-16-7.jpg


Personally, I was pleased to learn about this 

method of recording and the terms, ‘cover-

abundance’ and ‘phytosociology’ (vegetation 

science) following our day at part of the site of 

the CEI’s peatland enhancement project, 

which will become an RSPB reserve in the            

future. It is a great privilege to contribute to 

the  conservation of Scotland’s wildlife. 
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The CEI team busy estimating the % abundance of each plant 

 CEI PARNTER VOLUNTEER EVENTS 

Scottish Wildlife Trust Weekend Volunteer Group 

Our partners include East Ayrshire Council, Scottish Wildlife 

Trust, East Ayrshire Woodlands, Forestry Commission Scot-

land , Scottish Natural Heritage and the Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds. We will do our best to let you know of any 

events or training days our partners are organizing! 

25th September– Ayr Gorge Woodlands                                      

Pull and cut  saplings of beech and sycamore, 

and collect native tree seeds for tree nursery. 

27th October  -  Perceton Wood             

Replace and install bird and bat boxes 

27th November  -  Shewalton Woods             

Planting Trees 

Fore more information or to book a place please contact  Gill Smart at  

gsmart@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk 

SWT Ayrshire Members Group  
TALK - The Scottish Wildcat by Lindsay Mackinley 
20th September, The Horizon Hotel, Ayr 
Contact Kath Harper on 01292 512330 

A BIG THANKS to the following volunteers! 

Alex Black 

Robert Carey 

Finlay Dowell 

Tom Vosterman 

Agnes Vorsterman 

Grace Lawrie 

Lesleyann Garland 

Jane Coomber 

Sally Gray 

Carol Ann McCaffrey 

David Judge 

Sharon Lyndsey 

Mary Macdougal 

Bruce Philp 

Paul Tatner 

Mark Pollit 

Liam Templeton 

Marie Davis 

Rory Whytock 

Harry Richards 

Lyndsay Twilley 

Jess Wharf 

Neal Lochrie 

Please get in touch if you’d like to have your 

picture or article in the next Newsletter!  :-) 

E-mail: Jennifer.dunn@ea-cei.org.uk  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karel_Domin

