
 

 

 
 

Peatbog field trip ‘Discovering Airds Moss’ 
 

 
Objectives:-   To encourage pupils of Primary 4 + 5 to explore and discover the peatbog  
                        ecosystem 
                        To learn from hands on experience the importance of peatbogs in terms of   
                        biodiversity, climate change and water storage. 
 
 
Bus journey to Airds Moss (15 mins)  

 Storey of the Battle of Airds Moss 
 

Airds Moss Introduction (10 mins)  
Airds Moss is an RSPB reserve, Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and SSSI 
(Special Site of Scientific Interest). This gives it the highest level of wildlife protection in the UK! The RSPB have 
a grazier to manage the bog to keep the grasses from taking over. Some sheep may be spotted on the walk – 
please be careful not to disturb them.  
 

Walk to the bog (20 mins)  
 

 History: river ayr way, iron works, cairn table, rush candles, John Lapraik 

 

Activities on the bog (40 mins)  
 

 Bounce on a Bog: A game to demonstrate the water content of peat.  

 Peaty hands: What is peat and what does it feel like?  

 Squeezing sphagnum: Sphagnum can hold up to 20 times its own weight in water. This activity will 

demonstrate the importance of sphagnum in keeping the bog wet. 

 Habitat Game: This game illustrates what happens when the habitat for wildlife is lost. 

 Word circle: What words would you use to describe the bog? 

 Smelly potions: Make your own smelly potion using tiny bits of bog plants to help the habitat! 

 
 

Walk Back (15 mins)  

 Animal tracks and signs 

 Storey of the Will o’ the wisp 
 

 
 
 
 
Things to bring:  
All children must bring wellies or boots, warm clothing, waterproofs, a snack and water. 
 

Contact number: 
 

Jennifer Dunn, EACEI Project Officer: 07810831394 
 
RSPB Airds Moss drop off point:- Off the A70 between Cumnock and Muirkirk there is lay-by just 
before Netherwellwood farm at grid reference NS 65021 25875. 
 

 


