New Cumnock Access Network Routes

AFTON DAM
ROUTE

MAP Colour Key

The Garden

the Afton Dam route is not
accessible from the garden

Completed at the end of 2012, the CEI developed a network of new
and improved paths in New Cumnock to improve access to the local
environment for local residents and visitors, bring benefits to wildlife
and to the health of the local community, provide volunteering
opportunities for members of the local community to learn new skills,
and support local landowners, community groups and businesses who
were keen to support recreation and footpath development.
The New Cumnock Access Network paths are
located within the Galloway and Southern Ayrshire
Biosphere. A Biosphere is a special designation
awarded by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to
areas renowned for their special environments
which are valued by local people.

This walk takes you to the comunn ach “the place of the confluence” referring
to the confluence of the River Nith and the Afton Water. Close to this spot
Comenoc Castle was built, the ancient seat of the Barons of Cumnock.
Centuries later the parish of Cumnock was sub-divided into two new parishes,
Old Cumnock and New Cumnock. The new parish church for New Cumnock
was built on the site of Cumnock Castle, a few hundred yards from where the
Afton Water flows into the River Nith at the comunn ach.
The Afton Water is lined with trees which provide dappled shade for fish and
other aquatic species as well as protecting the river banks from erosion. There
are great views, particularly on a sunny day, where these two significant rivers
meet.

Time: 15 minutes to the confluence
and back
Length approx. 0.7 miles or 1.15km
Route – Walk towards the river and
follow the water waymarkers.

Navigation (1 least skill/5 most
skill) = 1
Stamina (1 least/5 most) = 1
Mobility (1 least/5 most) = 1

Cross through the car park bearing right along the surfaced path, when you
reach the substation the path continues to the right through the trees. After
exiting the trees continue along the river bank, the path runs around the edge
of the New Cumnock running track until it reaches the point where the two
rivers meet. From here you can continue to join the main road (A76) near to
New Cumnock Railway Station or return by retracing your steps.

This walk takes you through Knockshinnoch Lagoons, a 130 hectare Scottish
Wildlife Trust reserve. The path goes around a disused spoil heap or bing
where native woodland, heather and wildflowers are flourishing. It overlooks
a series of ponds and marshes, some of which can be drained for a period in
late summer and spring to create mudflats attractive to migratory birds. These
waders and ducks use the Nith Valley as a route between the Solway and Clyde
estuaries.
Knockshinnoch Lagoons reserve owes its existence to the legacy of deep
coal mining in this area. In the mid 20th century the mines were sending
vast quantities of pumped pit water and coal washings into a huge lagoon.
This became one of Ayrshire’s prime bird-watching venues, where nationally
important numbers of waders, including many rarities, could be expected to
turn up. After the mines closed, the site dried up and the birds no longer came.
In 2004, the Scottish Wildlife Trust, with funds from sources including the local
coal companies, restored the pools and wetlands you will see today.

Time = 1 hour
Length approx. 1.6 miles or 2.54km
Route - Walk towards the river and
follow the swan waymarkers.

Navigation (1 least skill/5 most
skill) = 1
Stamina (1 least/5 most) = 1
Mobility (1 least/5 most) = 2

Cross through the car park, round past the shops and over the main road at the
pedestrian crossing. Turn right then left up Castlehill. Take this road, passing
the Auld Kirk and Kirk Yard (part of the New Cumnock Heritage Trail), to it’s end
at the entrance to Knockshinnock Lagoons. Following the purple swan signs
round the reserve will bring you back to where you started.
Note that the path is rough in places and has some areas of sloping land
where wheelchair users may require assistance. Otherwise the route is level
and on a good surface.

This route offers the opportunity to walk along both banks of the Afton Water.
The path follows the river bank, rising up via steps to gain good views of the
river and its valley. While crossing the Afton Water at Danny’s Brig, why not
spend a minute looking for trout swimming beneath you or to take in the
sounds of the river.
If you are quiet as you travel you might catch a glimpse of a small black and
white bird bobbing up and down on a rock. Watch and see if the dipper dives
under water to chase down insect larvae.
The route back is through fields occupied by cows and calves from April to
October. The fields can be muddy in places but it is worth the effort to get
close to this beautiful, wildlife-rich river. Alternatively you can return to the
town along Afton Road.

Time = 45 minutes
Length approx. 2.4 miles or 3.87km
Route – Walk towards the river and
follow the trout waymarkers.

Navigation (1 least skill/5 most
skill) = 2
Stamina (1 least/5 most) = 2
Mobility (1 least/5 most) = 3

Follow the riverside path to the main road (A76). Cross at the pedestrian
crossing and turn into Mason Avenue, towards the Greenhead playing fields
from where the path follows the river bank. Cross over the river at Danny’s
Brig and turn right over the stile. The path stays close to the river bank through
fields and woodland. After exiting over the second stile continue straight past
the buildings to return to the main road.
Note that the path is rough in places with grass routes through fields and
some steps.

This is a long walk along the Afton Water to the Dalhanna Farm track and back.
The pretty riverside route is perfect for spotting wildlife, no wonder Robert
Burns felt inspired to write Flow gently, sweet Afton.
Flow gently, sweet Afton,
amang thy green braes,
Flow gently, I’ll sing thee a song in thy praise.
How pleasant thy banks and
green valleys below,
Where wild in the woodlands
the primroses blow.
The woodlands are ancient and atmospheric, look around you for the wild
creatures that depend on it and enjoy the year round greenery provided by
the mosses and ferns. As you near the Dalhanna Farm track you will exit the
woodland into a field which, during spring and summer, is full of wildflowers
such as yellow rattle, so called as its fruit is a dry capsule containing loose,
rattling seeds when ripe.
On the way back you will pass the Robert Burns Cairn. Why not rest for a while
where the famous bard may also have sat to contemplate and write his poems.
Continue back to town along the road or on either bank of the Afton Water.

Time = 1 hour 45 minutes
Length approx. 4.6 miles or 7.41km
Route – Walk towards the river and
follow the dipper waymarkers.

Navigation (1 least skill/5 most
skill) = 3
Stamina (1 least/5 most) = 3
Mobility (1 least/5 most) = 3

Follow the riverside path to the main road (A76). Cross at the pedestrian
crossing and turn into Mason Avenue, towards the Greenhead playing fields
from where the path follows the river bank. Turn left to continue along the
river at Danny’s Brig, continuing upstream to Dalhannah Farm’s track via a
woodland path and through a meadow. Turn right along the farm track, then
right again down the Afton Road back to New Cumnock. At the cemetery you
can take a detour to the Knockshinnoch Disaster Memorial or just continue
back to town, either along the road or by one or other bank of the Afton Water.
Note that the path is rough in places with some steps and grass routes
through fields which can contain livestock.

This popular walk takes you through Knockshinnoch Lagoons reserve and
along the Connel Burn close to where the Connel Park Miners’ Rows were
located during the early 1900s. The route passes the Knockshinnoch Disaster
Memorial, commemorating thirteen miners who lost their lives on 7th
September 1950. The way back follows the west bank of the Afton Water but
you can return via its east bank if you wish.
Farming has a strong influence on this landscape and on this walk you will
see a network of hedges, woodlands, ancient trees and wetlands amongst the
farmed fields.

Time = 1 hour 20 minutes
Length approx. 3.2 miles or 5.11km
Route – Walk towards the river and
follow the A-frame waymarkers.

Navigation (1 least skill/5 most
skill) = 2
Stamina (1 least/5 most) = 3
Mobility (1 least/5 most) = 4

Cross through the car park, round past the shops and over the main road at the
pedestrian crossing. Turn right then left up Castlehill. Take this road, passing
the Auld Kirk and Kirk Yard (part of the New Cumnock Heritage Trail), to it’s end
at the entrance to Knockshinnock Lagoons. Follow the A-frame waymarkers
through the reserve to a farm track past some ancient beech trees. Carefully
cross the road (no pedestrian crossing) and head towards the memorial by
crossing a field and joining the surfaced path. To return you can turn left along
Afton Rd or via either bank of the Afton Water.
Note that the path includes un-surfaced sections, the ground can be boggy
and stiles with dog gates are present. There are horses, sheep and cattle in
some of the fields.

This anticlockwise path around the reservoir takes you up the 176 steps to the
top of the dam. After crossing over a bridge at its farthest end you will come
across the ruins of Monthraw, a site with its own story to tell.
“The lone Monthraw,
where man never heard,
his neighbour’s cock craw.”
Excavations for the reservoir commenced in 1931 following a 1929 Act of
Parliament that allowed County Councils to distribute water on a wider scale
than individual parish schemes had done previously. At first it was named
Monthraw Reservoir, later becoming Afton Water Works and finally Glenafton
Reservoir.
The views, particularly down the glen, are stunning on a clear day and the
walks from the reservoir enable you to explore a landscape which is rich with
historical references. The valley was a refuge for Robert the Bruce and nearby
Castle William, a rocky outcrop, has connections to William Wallace.

Time = 1 hour 20 minutes (full
circular route)
Length approx. 3.4 miles or 5.42 km
Route - Start from Glenafton
Reservoir, six miles along the Afton
Rd, which is reached by taking the
B741, Dalmellington Rd out of
New Cumnock.

Navigation (1 least skill/5 most
skill) = 3
Stamina (1 least/5 most) = 4
Mobility (1 least/5 most) = 4

The main track takes you past the start of the walk up to Castle William and
on to the 176 steps that must be climbed to reach the top of the dam. The
anticlockwise path round the reservoir includes sections of open ground and
woodland. After crossing over a bridge at its farthest end, you will come across
the ruins of Monthraw on your left. This makes a good turning point if you
wish to avoid the difficult wet and steep sections of path that complete the
circuit on the east side of the reservoir.
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